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of Business and Industry, where he chaired
the Project 2000 Task Force, and the Luzerne
Foundation, of which he is also treasurer. He
has also served as an elected member of the
Council of Pennsylvania Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and as a member of the
Group B Advisory Council of the American In-
stitute of Certified Public Accountants.

Mr. Speaker, as indicated by his peers’ se-
lection of him for leadership roles, his profes-
sional achievements are impressive. He co-
founded Parente, Randolph & Co., now known
as Parente, Randolph P.C. and was instru-
mental in the planned growth of the firm to 10
practice offices with revenues in excess of $25
million. When he retired from the firm in 1995,
it was ranked as the 20th largest firm in the
United States.

From 1995 to 1996, he served as senior ex-
ecutive vice president and treasurer of the
Wyoming Valley Health Care System. Since
that time, he has served as chairman of the
board of directors and chief administrative offi-
cer of MotorWorld Automotive Group, Inc., as
well as a special consultant to a variety of re-
gional businesses.

John Randolph also served the nation as a
member of the military for six months in 1964.
He and his wife, Sharon, were married the fol-
lowing year. They have two grown sons, John
III and Scott.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
achievements and good deeds of John M.
Randolph, Jr., and I wish him all the best.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the park system of Nashville, Ten-
nessee, on its 100th Anniversary of existence.

The Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recre-
ation, under the direction of Mr. James H.
Fyke, currently oversees parks, historic sites,
community centers, greenways, art galleries,
golf courses, swimming pools, senior centers,
and numerous other facilities which add to the
quality of life for the 5th Congressional District
of Tennessee.

Mr. Fyke and his staff are ardent supporters
of the community by offering professionalism
and vision as the parks system makes the
transition into the 21st Century. The continued
support of the Nashville Metropolitan Govern-
ment over the years has been a crucial factor
in the upkeep and maintenance of these prop-
erties, which benefit so many Nashvillians.

The Tennessee General Assembly ap-
proved legislation to enact and charter the
Nashville Park System on April 13, 1901. That
same year Mayor James Head appointed five
individuals to the very first City Park Commis-
sion. On their first meeting, April 16, they
began work with one mule, a handful of em-
ployees, one park, and no financial support
whatsoever.

Nashville’s first official park was Watkins
Park, followed by Centennial Park in 1902. By
1903, the City Park Commission had an an-

nual operating budget of $25,000, and em-
ployed Robert Creighton as the first Super-
intendent of Parks.

It wasn’t until 1912 that additional parks
were added to the system. These included
Hadley and Shelby Parks. The first community
center was added to Centennial Park just four
year later, while the first public golf course
opened in Shelby Park in 1924.

One of the crown jewels in the Nashville
Park System is the Warner Parks, which the
city acquired in 1926. To date the Warner
Parks, located at Old Hickory Boulevard near
Bellevue, offer 2,681 acres of natural beauty
for the public to explore and enjoy, along with
a Nature Center, picnic area, two golf courses,
hiking and driving trails, and much more.

Another significant landmark belonging to
the Nashville Park System is the Parthenon,
the only full-scale replica of the original in ex-
istence. It was originally created as a tem-
porary structure for the Tennessee Centennial
Exposition in 1897, reflecting the city’s nick-
name as ‘‘The Athens of the South’’. It was re-
built during the 1920s and officially re-opened
its doors to visitors from around the world dur-
ing the 1930s. The structure is nearing the
conclusion of a $13 million renovation and
today houses many of the city’s official art col-
lections, while hosting visiting artwork from
around the world. It is also the home to Athe-
na, a 42-foot statue said to be the tallest in-
door sculpture in the Western World.

The 1940s saw construction of the first gym-
nasium in Elizabeth Park Community Center
and the first running of the Iroquois Steeple-
chase in Percy Warner Park. As the Park Sys-
tem celebrated its 50th Anniversary in the
1950s, the Cumberland Golf Course opened
its doors as the first black golf course. How-
ever, by the end of the fifties segregation of
Nashville’s golf courses ceased for good.

The Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recre-
ation as we know it today, first met on June
5, 1963. By 1976 the parks system had
earned for itself an outstanding reputation and
as such was selected as the most outstanding
local agency in the United States. The seven-
ties saw much activity as Greer Stadium,
home of Nashville Sounds baseball, Fort
Negley Park, Ice Centennial ice rink, Wave
Country, and Hamilton Creek Sailboard Marina
all opened to the public under the direction of
newly appointed parks director Jim Fyke.

The now popular Riverfront Park was added
in 1983, which has become the site of the
city’s annual Independence Day Celebration
and numerous concerts and festivities. During
the 1990s the following additions were made
to the Nashville Parks System—the Centennial
Sportsplex opened, the Metro Greenway Com-
mission was created, Ted Rhodes Golf Course
re-opened, Grassmere Wildlife Park was ac-
quired, Metro Parks received the largest land
donation in its history of 1500 acres, Shelby
Bottoms opened, the Predators Ice Practice
Facility opened, and many other improve-
ments were implemented.

Most recently the parks system dedicated
the new McCabe Golf Clubhouse and the
VinnyLinks First Tee Golf Course and Learn-
ing Center in Shelby Park in 2000. Also, the
countywide parks/greenways master plan will
offer numerous improvements well into the
21st Century.

Today Metro Parks celebrates 100 years of
existence with 93 parks, 9,350 total acres, 450
year round employees and 350 seasonal em-

ployees, as well as, 173 tennis courts, 85 ball-
fields, 14 swimming pools, 25 community cen-
ters, and 7 golf courses. The system also of-
fers a sailboat marina, a wave action pool, 2
indoor ice rinks, 2 indoor tennis centers, a
zoo, a nature center, a children’s museum, a
countywide greenway/trail system and a pro-
fessional baseball stadium.

Metro Parks is to be commended for its leg-
acy of excellence and service to the Nashville/
Davidson County community for the past 100
years. May it continue to grow, prosper, and
impact our region in the 21st Century. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the life and public service of a
great advocate for our nation’s defense, a true
gentleman in the finest Southern tradition, and
my good friend, Floyd Spence.

For those of us who knew him only later in
life, it may come as a surprise that this gentle
soul spent his early life as a terror on the grid-
iron at Lexington High School and the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. It’s less of a surprise
that he had a distinguished 36-year career in
the U.S. Navy and Naval Reserve, because
his knowledge of our nation’s military was ri-
valed only by his deep affection for it.

Mr. Spence was a leader with the courage
of his convictions. He became a Republican in
1962, when Republicans in the South were
still a rare commodity. That party switch cost
him his seat in the South Carolina House of
Representatives, but the people of South
Carolina came to respect his courage and
shortly thereafter sent him to Congress in
1970. By the time I first came to Capitol Hill
in 1994, Southern Republicans had become
relatively commonplace. That happened be-
cause people like Floyd Spence followed their
conscience and accepted the consequences
willingly.

When I met Floyd, he was then the newly
installed Chairman of what was then called the
House National Security Committee. He han-
dled his considerable responsibility with grace
and dignity, displaying fairness to all mem-
bers, regardless of party, and showing consid-
erable patience with us freshmen who showed
up full of enthusiasm but short on experience.

Chairman Spence knew that freedom isn’t
free and deeply believed that lasting peace
could best be achieved through unquestioned
strength. He pushed for better funding for
training, modernization, readiness and qualify
of life initiatives. His leadership was instru-
mental in finally stemming the tide of declining
defense budgets and placing our military on
the road to recovery. The soldier enjoying his
new pay raise, the military families moving into
improved post housing, the pilot stepping into
a much-needed new fighter jet—each of these
people, and many others, can thank Floyd
Spence for fighting for them. We would be
well-advised to continue along the path to re-
covery that this remarkable man worked so
hard to put us on.
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